
Dave Savides

ANOTHER mighty coal dust-up is looming 
after authorisation was given for more mass 
open coal storage stockpiles close to the 
Richards Bay residential area.

Despite numerous previous public outbursts 
about health impacts and dust fall-out – which 
do not seem to have been given due attention 
in the environmental authorisation – residents 
and nearby businesses can expect even more 
‘black snow’ on their properties and in their 
lungs.

The KZN Department of Economic 
Development, Tourism and Environmental 
Affairs (EDTEA) has given the green light for 
the development of ‘Eyamakhosi Resources 
Phase 2 Coal Storage Facility within portion 
88. 89. 90. 91, 159 of Erf 5333, Alton South’.

This location is basically adjacent to the 
John Ross highway, extending west towards 
the Alton robots and south to Harbour Arterial 
road. It is also close to an existing wetland.

The development will entail three more coal 
stockpiles with a capacity of 270 000 tonnes, 
in addition to the existing one at portion 92, 
bringing the total to a maximum of 345 000 
tonnes at any given time.

Above the coal handling and storage, the 
number of trucks on the John Ross highway 
will increase significantly.

This seems to also be at odds with 
Transnet’s stated aim of upping the rail 
capacity to minimise road truck transport.

Mitigation measures
In addition to the bunded coal storage yards, 
office facilities and amenities plus truck 
parking bays will be constructed.

Mitigating measures will include a 12m 
high ‘dust tamer’ wind fence, stockpile 
sprinkler system, two pollution control dams 
and stormwater run-off drains.

But while EDTEA says the development 
will ‘trigger an Atmospheric Emissions 
Licence’, pollution watchdog Richards Bay 
Clean Air Association (RBCAA) - which has 
been monitoring air quality in the city for over 
25 years - says the dust impacts were highly 
understated in the air quality assessment 
contained in the EIA.

The RBCAA submitted that the Air Quality 
Impact Assessment (AQIA) had not assessed 
cumulative impacts associated with the current 
and proposed Eyamakhosi operations, together 
with the adjacent existing and proposed 
expansion of the Grindrod Navitrade facility, 
and was therefore considered fatally flawed.

The RBCAA further submitted that any 
additional coal-related activities would add 
to the current truck congestion and pollution 
load, thereby exacerbating the already 
significant environmental and health impacts.

In support of their submission the RBCAA 
included numerous articles published in the 
Zululand Observer, documenting the dust and 
health effects and residents’ complaints.

In conclusion, the RBCAA stated that 
“Impacts have not been properly quantified 
and that it would be irresponsible of the 
RBCAA to support any application that will 
result in an increase in trucks and coal dust 
emissions.”

In the Draft EIA document, there are 
numerous references of impact management 
through the ‘Richards Bay Environmental 
Forum’ – a body that is not explained and is 
not known to the ZO.
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Truckloads of trouble
Dave Savides

TRUCK congestion problems in Alton, 
including damage to roads and sidewalks, 
are set to escalate at an alarming rate.

The effects of the Russia-Ukraine 
confl ict coupled with poor rail delivery to 
the Richards Bay Coal Terminal (RBCT) 
are already seeing a massive increase in 
coal deliveries by road carriers.

As Europe’s sanctions against Russia 
intensify and take greater effect, the 
demand for South African coal has 
heightened exponentially.

This is good news for SA’s coal exports 
but bad news for Alton.

City municipal manager Nkosenye 
Zulu has called for national government, 
the departments of transport, public 

enterprises, and minerals and energy to 
intervene in the looming crisis.

‘European countries will rely more and 
more on South Africa, which has only one 
main coal terminal [RBCT]. The rail is 
overwhelmed even if there was no cable 
theft on rail lines,’ he said in a message to 
Alton businesses.

‘This means coal trucks will increase 
seven fold, leading to our truck problem 
compounding. National government 
needs to urgently intervene.’

According to ward 2 councillor Christo 
Botha, the approximate 75 000 trucks 
that entered Richards Bay in 2020 
escalated to around 125 000 in 2021 and 
‘the numbers are increasing in front of 
our eyes this year’.

‘One way or another, the trucks all 
enter Alton, either to off-load onto illegal 
stockpiles or to refuel.

‘As much as we place traffi c offi cers on 
the N2 to ensure trucks use the John Ross 
highway to the port, this is not always 
possible owing to staff shortages; plus 
they enter at night,’ said Cllr Botha.

‘And while we have issued notices to 
those illegally stockpiling coal and other 
product, they are still not complying – 
which means we will have to engage in 
lengthy legal processes.

‘The port simply closes its gates when it 
cannot handle all the trucks, which then 
revert to Alton, so we inherit the port 
problems.’

A Reuters report on 15 June stated that 
European countries, ‘scrambling to secure 
alternatives to Russian coal, imported 
40% more coal from South Africa's main 
export hub in the fi rst fi ve months of this 
year than over the whole of 2021’.

It reported a massive tonnage shift 
for RBCT coal deliveries to European 
destinations, including the Netherlands, 
Italy, France, Spain, Denmark, Poland, 
Germany and Ukraine, specifi cally since 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine on 
24 February.

Attempts to obtain comment from 
RBCT on Friday were not successful.

Russian sanctions see 
huge demand for coal 
through Richards Bay

We can expect more truck backlogs like this as the Russia-Ukraine situation impacts global coal exports    
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Dave Savides

TIRED of sweeping their 
houses three times a day or 
arriving back from work to 
layers of black dust outside 
and inside their homes, 
outraged Richards Bay 
residents are speaking out 
loudly.

And it’s not only the dirt 
that bothers them: they are 
seriously concerned about its 
health impacts.

While the dust and grime 
in Alton have dominated 
headlines since the massive 
infl ux of trucks feeding 
products to the harbour, this 
week has seen an escalation of 
complaints from householders.

The matter was accelerated 
when Ward 3 Councillor 
Henning de Wet on 
Monday instigated a survey 
among residents, aimed at 
determining the impact coal 
dust in particular is having 
– especially on Arboretum 
residents most affected by the 
southwesterly winds that carry 
the airborne particulates.

More than 170 responses 
had been received by Tuesday 
evening, with unanimous 
condemnation of the situation 
and some claiming that even 
their pets were being affected.

Fine black dust settled on 

furniture, fl oors, walls, cars 
and even garden plants, and 
windows must be kept closed 
to keep out the pollutants, 
while blown noses leave 
handkerchiefs black.

Bare feet are soon black 
underneath, and many parents 
say they cannot allow their 
children to play outside.

When it rains, black mud 
runs down roofs and gutters, 
while paving and garden 
furniture become stained.

The dust also drops to the 
bottom of swimming pools or 
fl oats on pets’ water bowls, and 
washing left on clothes lines is 
soon discoloured.

All this adds to more 
cleaning materials having to be 
bought, say residents.

With regard to health 
impacts, most complaints are 
consistent with respiratory tract 
complications: sinus infections, 
breathing problems, sore 
throat and chest, bronchitis, 
asthma, sore and runny eyes, 
coughing, sneezing, itchy skin, 
headaches, nasal congestion 
and dizziness.

Some respondents say the 
symptoms soon disappear 
when one leaves town for a 
while, but recur on return.

The survey results have been 
forwarded to the Richards 
Bay Clean Air Association 

(RBCAA) for further action.
“The complaints will be 

logged by the RBCAA, and the 
relevant parties - including the 
authorities - will be notifi ed and 
requested to provide feedback,” 
said RBCAA communications 
offi cer Sandy Camminga. 

“Residents and small 
businesses have for months 
been suffocating under clouds 
of dust from coal-handling 
activities in the Alton area 
and from within Transnet Port 
Terminals.

“These activities are 
generating signifi cant coal 
dust which is polluting the air 
and contaminating storm- and 
groundwater.

“The health effects of 
exposure to coal dust include 
irritation to the eyes, skin and 
respiratory tract. Prolonged 
exposure can lead to a range of 
serious lung diseases.

“Despite ongoing complaints, 
no corrective action has been 
taken that has proven to 
have mitigated the coal dust 
pollution,” said Camminga.

This child’s 
hands and feet 
were covered 
in black dust 
after playing 
in the yard of 
an Arboretum 
home

Black dust settling at the 
bottom of a water feature at 

a Veldenvlei home proved 
to be magnetic - and people 

are inhaling that daily

Richards Bay residents 
say the coal dust they 
inhale daily is causing 
serious health problems

RESIDENTS SEE RED
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Dave Savides

COAL dust in the city air is harming 
the health of residents who inhale the 
particles.

This as doctors and pharmacists 
are recording rising numbers of 
patients suffering from respiratory 
tract infections.

One Richards Bay pharmacy 
alone is seeing an average of 20 
people a week presenting with 
serious symptoms, with the sales of 
antihistamines, cortisone, and steroid 
medications on the rise.

“The number of customers 
presenting with symptoms directly 
relating to the dust issue has trebled 
in the past six months,” said Hanno 
Fourie of Bay Clinic Pharmacy.

“These are almost all referrals 
from doctors, not merely people 
looking for relief from irritation, 
sinusitis, rhinitis, allergies, and pain; 
and while they will be on a course of 
treatment, many will end up being 
seen by ENT [ear, nose, and throat] 
specialists.”

The matter appears to be 

exacerbated by the advent of 
winter, with less wind to disperse 
the dust, and temperature 
inversion causing it to stay 
closer to ground level.

It is also understood 
that with Grade A coal in 
short supply, inferior coal 
- more prone to generating 
dust - is being handled.

What is blatantly 
evident is that the coal 
dust is no longer merely 
an inconvenience and an 
annoyance: it has become a 
serious health concern.

“It is well documented 
that chronic inhalation of 
coal dust affects the lungs 
directly. There is simply 
no question that the 
community is dealing with 
chronic exposure,” said 
Sandy Camminga, public 
offi cer for the Richards Bay 
Clean Air Association 
(RBCAA).

alarm bells ring
BLACK LUNG

Respiratory problem 
patients triple 

Continued on page 3

ZR
 2

21
70

80
0-

23
©

SS

www.zululandobserver.co.za

Tel: 035 7990500
Email: zulobs@zob.co.za

 WEEKENDER

R5 incl 15 SEPTEMBER  2023 

EST. 1969

Tea on the Terrace 
picture gallery42 INSIDE: Special Shenge 

memorial coverage
Tempers fl are over 
pensioner eviction

The ‘hole truth’ pothole 
campaign continues

BLACK MARK
Ongoing coal dust problem gets up public’s noses

The result of wiping any surface in Richards 
Bay

Dave Savides

MITIGATION measures to 
minimise the amount of coal 
dust smothering Richards 
Bay are simply making little 
impact.

That’s the sad story for 
residents, who are literally and 

fi guratively sick of the black dirt 
that enters their 

lungs and homes 
daily. 
It’s an endless 

complaint that remains 
unresolved and was especially 
evident on Monday when a 
strong southwesterly wind 
sent dust billowing over the 
town, settling on houses, 
cars, washing lines and yards.

The howling wind blew the dust 
directly from the main source – the 
Port of Richards Bay – into the 
most vulnerable areas: Arboretum, 
Veldenvlei, Alton and the CBD.

Sadly, few residents lodged offi cial 
complaints this time, as if they have 
accepted their fate after more than two 

years of complaining to no avail, despite 
increased respiratory tract health fears.

However, not everyone has given up or 
kept quiet.

“I speak on behalf of the community 
when I say this situation can simply 

not be allowed to continue,” said Sandy 
Camminga, resident community activist.

In her private capacity, she again raised 
the matter in writing with the relevant 
authorities, including the KZN Department 
of Economic Development, Tourism 
and Environmental Affairs (EDTEA) 
and the City of uMhlathuze Air Quality 
Management unit, who then engaged 
Transnet Port Terminals (TPT) and 
Transnet National Ports Authority (TNPA) 
on the problem.

“The community is being 
smothered under a blanket of 
coal dust daily. Our homes, 
gardens, vehicles and pools 
are covered in it.

“More importantly, we are 
breathing in coal dust,” said 
Camminga.

“I shudder to think what effect this is 
having on the health of those with already 
compromised health, the elderly and 
babies.

“The question that needs to be answered 
is why the Port of Richards Bay, in 
particular TPT, is being allowed to operate 
with such impunity.

“If any other industry in Richards 
Bay resulted in fallout of this nature, 
compliance enforcement would be 
actioned by the authorities.

“I implore the authorities to enforce and 
protect our constitutional right to breathe 
clean air.”

Big problem for 
little lungs: 

Playing on the 
fl oor of their 

Arboretum home 
just three hours 
after it had been 
cleaned, young 

Kyle de Wet shows 
what Bay residents 

put up with daily

I implore the authorities 
to enforce and protect 
our constitutional right 

to breathe clean air
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Diwali committee distances
itself from fraud allegations

The Richards Bay Diwali Cultural Committee established last year bears no relation to the 
former committee from which funds were allegedly embezzled

Conelia Harry

THE newly-formed Richards Bay Diwali 
Cultural Committee (RBDCC), which hosted 
Diwali Celebration 2023, has distanced itself 
from the fraud matter involving members of 
another organisation, Richards Bay Diwali 
Committee.

Chairperson of RBDCC, Nelson Govender 
said their organisation was elected by the 
community of Richards Bay and is a totally 
new, independent body which formally 
established the 2023 Diwali Celebration.

The fraud matter, which implicates 
businesswoman and fraud accused Rhana 
Naicker, community member Gloria Naidu, 
DeeAnn Huripursad (32), Nana Tsati (66) 
and Bongani Masuku (43), who face charges 
of fraud – mismanagement or embezzlement 
of funds from the NPO to the tune of
R75 000, appeared in court earlier this month.

Naicker and Naidu, who were members of 

the Richards Bay Diwali Committee at the 
time of the alleged crime, are believed to have 
defrauded or illegally benefitted with funds 
from the committee on which they served.

Govender assured their supporters and 
members of the public that their entity has 
formulated a new constitution and has its own 
NPO number with financials audited annually 
and open to public perusal.

"RBDCC has no allegiance to the 
organisation mentioned in the Zululand 
Observer article dated 3 May 2024 or any 
previous Diwali committees.

"The Richards Bay Diwali Cultural 
Committee will continue to strive in hosting 
the Diwali Celebration annually, and 
promoting ubuntu and fostering unity through 
diversity.

"We thank all our sponsors and the 
community for their support and look forward 
to hosting another successful celebration later 
this year," said Govender.
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